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SECONDARY FREIGHT NETWORK PROJECT — WHEATBELT 
345. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to the recent announcement by the Deputy Prime Minister and Leader of the National Party of $70 million 
to support the wheatbelt secondary freight network project, an initiative supported by 42 local governments. Will 
the minister commit state government funding to this important project; and, if not, why not?  
Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
I thank the member for that question. As the Premier said, the budget will be handed down in just over an hour, so 
members will be able to see other commitments in the budget. I recently stated in the chamber that there was 
a $70 million commitment, which I initially really welcomed. I welcome all funding, in particular for the areas of 
the wheatbelt and for road safety. The devil was in the detail, so when the federal government produced the cash 
flow list for that funding, the majority of it was outside the forward estimates. This is off the top of my head, but 
about $45 million was outside the forward estimates—as I recall, $45 million to $50 million. The federal 
government has asked for a matching contribution from the state from within the forward estimates. Members will 
see that this afternoon. Our commitment to regional road spending around the state is at record highs. 
The National Party was in government for eight and a half years with $8 billion in royalties for regions. It said that 
roads were not a priority. That is what it left us. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: When I go to regional towns, and I went to many last week, I see what we need to spend to 
catch up for the years of neglect left by the National Party. I cannot believe — 
Mr R.S. Love interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Moore, you will have a supplementary question. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I cannot believe that the National Party, which is meant to represent the views of regional 
Western Australians, did not acknowledge — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: What was that? 
Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: This is record regional spending. For eight and a half years, the Nationals’ former leader said 
the government would not be spending RFR funding on roads. That is what they did. 
Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Nationals WA! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: As I visit the regions, I see the essential infrastructure that was neglected by the bumper sticker 
National Party. All its members care about are bumper stickers. They never committed to the key infrastructure needs — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The previous government did not spend on the core infrastructure, which is transport in 
Western Australia. 
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